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Pagoda gets premium makeover

A pagoda-style filling station, once
belonging to Esso heritage company
Pratts, has been fully restored at
Brooklands Museum with help from
a £3,000 donation from ExxonMobil.

Built in 1922, Esso’s petrol pagoda
sat alongside those owned by BP,

Shell and Redline around the paddock

at Brooklands motor racing track in
Weybridge, Surrey. They supplied fuel to
drivers during the pre-Second World War
heyday of the world’s first purpose-built
motor racing circuit. The course became
amuseum in 1991.

Brooklands Museum raised £20,000
for the pagoda’s five-year
restoration. Robert Hall,
vice chairman of
Brooklands Trust
Members, explained:
“The building had
become a boiler
room and we had
to rip out all the
apparatus and then

“It's just a shame we can't sell the  Before and after:

remove a large amount of petrol for one and threepence.” % L"“;‘;g:?g:g
asbestos.” The museum’s patron HRH Prince (below) after

The original building plans were Michael of Kent officially opened the pagoda "’(s,;‘;,'a:;’;,
found on site and the petrol pumps and in a ceremony attended by ExxonMobil's P"imﬁ( Mri?ai:
oil cabinets came out of the museum’s Emma Heywood from Public and Efxo,,?v.oﬂ?ps
storage. “We now have one fully Government Affairs, and about 100 people E";tm;:gpy:’r“’izg
functioning filing station,” said Robert. associated with the museum. @ ceremony

@ newsline ¢ december 2010

Retro look for
new sign

ExxonMobil has worked with

track officials at Oulton Park

motor racing circuit in Cheshire to
reinstate a 40-year-old Esso sign.
Details of the colours and the logo
were provided by ExxonMobil,
which also contributed the full £400
cost to creating the retro sign.

The sign was once a familiar feature
of the track when it played host to
major sporting events during the 1960s
and 1970s. Once attracting Formula 1
teams competing in the International
Gold Cup, the circuit is now better
known as a classic racing venue. ®
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